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in the investigation of the causes of mortality, is displayed in the report tracing back, for upwards of two centuries, the operation of like physical causes, in the production of different forms of epidemic disease prevalent ^lnder similar conditions, always in the greatest intensity in the same quarters in the ancient metropolitan city and county town of York." The inquiries of the commissioners as to drainage, commence with an examination of the existing laws and of the local acts. The usages prevailing and the bye-laws in force were found, with one or two metropolitan exceptions, to be framed with a view to the maintenance of the drainage of surface water only, and without reference to house drainage and sewerage, and the constant removal of all decomposing vegetable or animal refuse.
In some of the larger and more crowded towns, all entrance into the sewers by house-drains, or drains from water-closets or cesspools, is prohibited under a penalty! In scarcely one of the fifty towns examined by the commissioners can the drainage be said to be complete and good ; in forty-two it is decidedly bad. The commissioners found that municipal patriots are apt to overrate the purity and excellence of the drainage in their respective towns, and to pronounce that good, which the commissioners found was only a limited drainage of a few principal streets; the more crowded portions having, in fact, no drains whatever.
An important point specially noted by the commissioners is this?that main-drains or sewers may be tolerably well formed, and subordinate or house-drains attached, but from the want of proper supplies of water, both house-drains and main-sewer act only as extended cess-pools. Of course, the miasm from many miles of extended cess-pools must be highly injurious to the health. The commissioners, therefore, next inquired into the mode in which water was supplied to towns, and also into its purity and quantity. "Upon the examination of the statements and answers from the towns to which our inquiries have been directed, it appears that only in six instances could the arrangements and the supplies be deemed in any comprehensive sense good ; while in thirteen they appear to be indifferent; and in thirty-one so deficient as to be pronounced bad, and, so far as yet examined, frequently inferior in purity." Preston and Nottingham are the towns best supplied with water and at the cheapest rate.
Finding matters so bad as respects drainage and cleansing, and the necessity for amendment so obvious, the commissioners next inquired into the practicability of carrying out sanitary improvements. On the part of science and practical skill nothing seems wanting; the great obstacle is the cost of the necessary arrangements. We will allow the commissioners to speak for themselves on this point. " We have inquired carefully as to the practicability of reducing the expenses of works for house and main-drainage, and for carrying supplies of pure water into all houses, so as to bring them within the pecuniary means of the poorest class of inhabitants. Mr. Anderton 236 . From these considerations, we infer that the malarious atmosphere of the closes of Glasgow accelerated the progress and increased the mortality of this epidemic. As usual, the Irish exhibited their national predisposition to suffer from fever. In Dr. Paterson's district at least one third of the patients belonged originally to Ireland. Dr. Perry states, " in 1832 the proportion of Irish to the whole pauper population admitted into the fever hospital, was 33 per cent., in 1842 it amounted to 41 per cent."
As a remedy for the evils he so vividly depicts, Dr. Perry strenuously advocates the adoption of sanitary measures, basing his arguments partly on the mere money saving.
" As comparatively few of the sufferers belong to the middle ranks?being, as already remarked, chiefly confined to the poor and labouring classes, a large proportion of them being adults?some idea will be formed of the amount of suffering among the poor, by considering that, on an average, they were unable to follow their usual employment, or gain anything for their support for five weeks; and, calculating their weekly earnings at the small sum of four shillings weekly, it exhibits a positive loss to the poor, in eight months, of not less than ?32,000. Had this been the result of a strike among the workmen, the whole newspaper press would have been filled with lamentations j but being the result of causes over which the poor had no control, the press has been comparatively silent, and little has been done for their relief. When it is considered besides, that Glasgow has not suffered alone, but that the epidemic has visited nearly every large town in this country, the effect ought to call forth some effectual means of relief, and the devising of measures for preventing the recurrence of a similar or even worse calamity, which, in the present circumstances of the country, may with certainty be predicted." (P- The Public Hygiene of Great Britain.
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We have read Dr. Watt's tables, and remarks thereon, with much interest. 
